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Response to Literature 

Strong Student Model 

7. Asks an interesting 
question; gives title, 

author, some 
backgrounci and a 

clear response 
Other Options: 

• Start WM an anecdote. 
• Start with dialogue. 

3. Includes clear 
transitions to show how 
paragraphs are related 

5. Summarizes both 
the response and 

the reasons 

.A Bad Mouth and a Big Heart 

How can anyone like Squeaky, a girl who fights and 
brags and calls people "Fatso"? Squeaky is the narrator in 
Toni Cade Bambara's story "Raymond's Run:' She is also a 
runner and the caretaker of her brother Raymond, who's 
"not quite right' Despite Squeaky's tough words and 
prickly manners, I would love to have a friend like her. She 
has all the qualities that a good friend should have. 

First, she's really loyal. Squeaky doesn't seem like the 
kind of friend who would say mean things behind your 
back. Anyone who teases Raymond has to face her, and 
she's tough. "I much rather just knock you down and take 
my chances," she warns. 

Next, she's honest For example, she admits that her· 
father is a faster runner, although !'That's private 
information:' She also confesses that she really has to 
practice and work hard, both at running and at spelling. 

In addition, Squeaky is really interesting. She is both 
funny and obseNant. She describes herself as "a little girl 
with skinny arms and a squeaky voice" and as "a poor 
Black girl who really can't afford to buy shoes and a new 
dress you only wear once in a lifetime:' Yet she doesn't 
whine or complain. She has pride in herself and her skills. 

What I really like best about Squeaky is her heart. She 
really loves her brother Raymon·d, although a reader 
doesn't learn this immediately. Early in the story Squeaky 
mainly describes how she takes care of Raymond. Later, 
though, she mentions his grace and speed. "Raymond 
would make a very fine runner," she realizes. She could 
coach him, and he could be a champion. These thoughts 
show the true depth of her feelings. 

Although "Raymond's Run" describes one particular 
race, its real focus is on Squeaky, one of my favorite 
characters of all times. I wish I knew someone like her. 
She has real flaws, but she sounds loyal, lively, and fun. 

2. Uses story details 
and quotauons to 
support the response 
and add information 
about the story 

4. Gives specific 
examples to support 
the most important 
quality that the 
charader has 
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